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A constructional approach to adverbial modification of adjectives in Japanese:
the productive network model with creative instances.
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This study empirically analyzed cases of ™
one-component/multiple-interpretation™ of adverbial modification of adjectives using the framework
of constructional grammar, and obtained the following research results. (1) By introducing the
constructional network into the analysis of adverbial modifications, it became possible to explain
the semantic diversity, functional commonality, and emergent case occurrence of adverbial
modifications. (2) The interpretive process of modification relations was shown to be multilayered
from the lexical to the pragmatic level. (3) Manner modification by adjectives of emotion was
explained in terms of subjectivity and the functional motive of serial modification. (4) Cases of
result modification in change-of-place events were pointed out and the conditions for its
establishment were presented.

The results of this study demonstrate the effectiveness of the constructional perspective in the
analysis of adverbial modifications of adjectives.
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