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A Study of Male Homosexuals and Intimate Relationships in Postwar Japan

Maekawa, Naoya
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Through an analysis of magazine articles in postwar Japan, | investigated
what kind of intimate relationships male homosexuals wanted to form with the same sex in each era.
Although male family metaphors such as "elder brother" and "younger brother" were common
relationship designations in gay magazines, the term "lover/boyfriend” increased rapidly from the
1980s to the 1990s. Behind this trend seems to have been the rise in the percentage of unmarried
men, changes in the life course of male homosexuals, and a growing awareness of "enjoying love
separate from marriage,” led by men"s magazines for young people.
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