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The Budo Exercise Hall and the Shinto Altar (1)

Tamio NAKAMURA

Today no one can negate the principle of modern nation of freedom of religion, or that of the

separation of religion and poelitics, needless to quote the Article 20 of the Constitution of Japan.

But some public budo exercise halls or budo exercise halls of junier and senior high schools have

their own shinio altars.
order calling, “Bow to the shito altar™.

ditional action”.

Generally speaking, it is

At the begining and end of the exercise they worship the altar with the

“taken for granted” or “a tra-

But is it a traditional ceremony which has been scceeded for a great deal of time?

So this study is trying to reveal when shito altars were placed in budo exercise halls and its reason

or background.




