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A Study on a leading case of student’s suicide
by bullying — Iwaki, Ogawa Junior High School

MORITA Michio

In this paper, I deal with a leading case of student’s suiside by bullying, in Decem-
ber 26 , 1990. This case is as follows ; the Iwaki branch of Fukusima District Court
rured teachers at a municipal junior high school were partly responsible for the bull-
ying and subsequent suicide of a student. In the first court ruling holding school
authorities responsible for bullying, the court ordered the Iwaki Municipal Goverment,
which runs the school, to pay ¥ 1lmillions in compensation to the parents and
famiwly of this student.

In the trial, the plaintiffs claimed the authorities failed to act against bullying in
the school. The municipal goverment said there was no bullying and the student
died of his own will. In its ruling, the court found that the student experienced vici-
ous bullying. The school authorities bore a degree of resposibility. The school was
aware of the fact of the bullying. They cannot avoid responsibility, even if they cuuld
not predict the suicide.

I study this leading case, and point out the problems of school management and
educational administration. And I partly refer to another leading case, that court
ruled student suicide was not caused by bullying, Tokyo’s Nakano Fujimi Junior High
School case.




