2012 2013

Research into identifying those with Autism Spectrum Disorder with the greatest need
s following a wide scale disaster
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This study aims to identify those with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) who have th
e greatest need for support following a wide scale disaster. This is based on analysis of the relationship
between the person®s symptoms and their behavior observed in the three fields of, 1) the characteristics
of that individual, 2) the changes in their environment post-disaster, and 3) the nature and content of th
e support offered.
The results showed that amongst those under eight years old there was significant aggravation of symptoms
within six months following the disaster, emphasizing their need for support. The Stress Response Scale-1
8 results showed that parents who underwent evacuation had higher scores for displeasure and anger and, wh
en they were not provided with support, showed a higher degree of despondent apathy. They wanted shelter t
hat was specifically for those with special needs. Based on these results appropriate support for those wi
th ASD at times of a major disaster was discussed.
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