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In the late Qing and the early Republican China, intellectuals generally
compared the national characteristic of China to that of Western countries and evaluated Chinese
negatively and Western positively. This thesis deals with the questions of how the valuation was
formed and what its relationship was to the missionaries’ discourse from the middle of 1870s until
around the First Sino-Japanese War. Specifically, this thesis organizes and analyzes important
criticisms on the Chinese national characteristic made by well-known missionaries such as Young John

Allen and Ernst Faber and proves that they considerably influenced the formation of the
self-recognition of contemporary Chinese intellectuals such as Zhong Tianwei, Zheng Guanying, and
Liang Qichao by comparing and examining works written by the missionaries and the intellectuals.
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